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causal complex of our psychical processes. It is a product
of our thought, developed under the special conditions that
govern objective ideas.

No error on the part of the makers of scientific systems
is more widely diffused than that which treats the regulative
ideas requiring that rational thought shall proceed to infinity
within each causal series, in accordance with the special
principles of that series, as constitutive principles of our
knowledge. This error appears in an intellectualistic and
in a materialistic form. Of the two, the former has the
more warrant, for the regulative idea from which it starts
really does take in the whole content of our knowledge,
the external world included. But intellectualism claims the
power of extending to infinity the limited range of psychical
causality that is accessible to the individual mind. Con-
sequently everything is regarded sub specie individualitalis,
and we often find some special form of psychical causality,
like that of logical reasoning or of the motivation of will,
made to cover the whole world of ideas. Still more un-
tenable is the position of materialism. For it makes the
idea of a causal connection between objects, an idea that
originates in the needs of rational thoughf and hence is
based on psychical causality, equivalent to causality at large.
Such a theory, even if we grant the possibility of trans-
forming the regulative idea of the universal mechanical
coherence of nature into a concept whose whole content
is fully known, would eliminate psychical life altogether; or
at most, if the series of psychical phenomena is supposed
to be given together with the parallel series of material brain
processes, would transform it into a mere phantasmagoria,
wholly lacking in the coherence that is produced by thought
The only remaining alternative is to regard the notion of
an all-embracing psychical causality, which includes our con-
cepts relating to the external world, as an ultimate regulative